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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


together  mth  the 


REPORT 


of  the 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

1955. 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Robert  N.C.  McCurdy,  M.B. ,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Sanitary  Inspector:  John  Miles,  M.Inst.H.E. ,  C.R.S.I. 


COMMITTEES  concerned  -with  matters  of  PUBLIC  HEALTH . 

'i 

Finance  &  General  Purposes  Committee* 
Housing  Committee. 

Housing  Investigation  Committee . 

Roads  &  Sanitary  Committee, 

Water  Supplies  &  Sewere,ge  Committee. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  acres . . . .  7,592 

Population  (estimated  at  mid-year  by 

Regi  strar-Gene  ral )  •  •  •  •  3 ,  OU-O 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ••  •••  •••  1,1 60 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  .  £16,328 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  .  ...  .  £57. 


Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 

LUNG  CANCER. 

On  May  7th,  1956,  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  tjjat  there  were  seventeen 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  seventy  one  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1955.  In  the  course  of  his  statement,  he  said  his  advisers  assured 
him  that  there  is  statistically  an  incontrovertible  association  between  cigarette 
smoking  and  lung  cancer.  More  than  two  years  previously,  on  February  12th. 

1954>  a  previous  Minister  of  Health  made  a  similar  announcement.  In  view  of 
these  statements,  why  has  nothing  been  done  to  remove  this  danger  to  health? 

The  true  reasons  are  understandable  enough.  The  smoking  habit  is  popular 
and  hard  to  give  up.  The  government  duty  on  tobacco  in  1955  amounted  to  six 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  million  pounds.  There  are  twenty-five  thousand 
tobacconists,  half  a  million  other  shop-keepers  who  sell  tobacco  and  forty-five 
thousand  workers  in  the  industry.  In  terms  of  net  working  capital,  it  is  one 
of  the  very  largest  industries  in  the  country  with  hundreds  of  millions  of  pounds 
worth  of  shares. 

However,  these  are  not  the  facts  which  are  quoted  to  justify  inactivity  on 
the  part  of  public  health  authorities. 

We  are  told  that  "two  known  cancer  producing  agents  have  been  identified  in 
tobacco  smoke,  but  whether  they  have  a  direct  role  in  producing  lung  cancer,  and 
if  so  what,  has  not  been  proved."  We  are  entitled  to  know  what  experimental 
evidence  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  constitute  proof? 

"Short  of  painting  warm  tobacco  smoke  constituents  on  human  lungs,  no  experimental 
procedure  is  likely  to  offer  hetter  evidence  than  the  statistics  already  available." 
Furthermore,  there  is  evidence  which  would  suffice  to  condemn  a  less  widely  used 
drug,  of  an  association  between  smoking  and  a  number  of  other  diseases,  in 
particular  coronary  thrombosis,  chronic  bronchitis  and  laryngeal  cancer. 

We  are  told  that  "mortality  from  cancer  of  the  lung  is  20  times  greater 
among  heavy  smokers  than  among  non-smokers."  The  fact  is  that  "the  figures 
available  suggest  that  the  risk  of  dying  from  lung  cancer  is  directly  proportional 
to  the  amount  smoked.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  threshold  amount  below  which 
there  is  no  added  risk  whatever." 

This  misleading  emphasis  was  also  evident  when  more  than  two  and  a  half 
years  ago  the  then  Minister  of  Health  said  that  it  was  desirable  that  young  people 
should  be  warned  of  the  risks  apparently  attendant  on  excessive  smoking.  But 
why  are  young  people  in  the  services  still  being  encouraged  to  develop  the  smoking 
habit  at  all  by  a  duty  rebate  on  cigarettes?  Why  are  old  age  pensioners  also 
given  a  duty  rebate  on  tobacco  when  there  is  "evidence  that  the  risk  of  contracting 
cancer  of  the  lung  decreases  when  smoking  is  given  up." 

The  problem  assumes  a  different  aspect  in  the  light  of  a  recent  suggestion 
that  the  smoke  surrounding  a  smoker  may  be  dangerous  to  his  non-smoking  companions. 
"We  may  well  hesitate  with  legislation  where  a  citizen  is  risking  only  his  own 
life.  It  is  a  different  matter  where  he  can  be  risking  others,  children 

included. " 

We  are  told  that  "at  the  present  stage  of  knowledge  a  national  publicity 
campaign  would  not  be  appropriate."  At  what  stage  of  knowledge  would  such  a 
campaign  be  appropriate?  For  how  many  years  must  this  experiment  in  which  so 
many  of  you  partake  so  willingly  continue? 

NOTE. 

In  1930,  the  free  importation  of  parrots  into  this  country  ms  prohibited 
owing  to  the  occurrence  of  between  thirty  and  forty  suspected  cases  of 
psittacosis  during  the  previous  two  years.  The  number  of  persons  engaged  in 
this  trade  ms  not  large,  but  no  compensation  was  paid  to  them. 
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MILK  &  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949,  REGULATION  20. 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  this  Regulation,  but  the  occurrence 
of  a  death  associated  with  Brucella  abortus  fever  in  the  district  shows  that 
the  danger  of  infection  from  milk  contaminated  -with  this  organism,  is  a  real  one. 

FOOD  POISONING. 


Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  These  were  due  to  contamination 
with  Staphylocc ecus  aureus  of  some  ’’pork  cheese"  which  had  been  prepared  by  an 
individual  with  a  septic  condition  of  his  skin. 

VISIT  OF  NORWICH  HASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT. 

The  Norwich  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  a  survey  in  the  Swaffham  area 
from  15th.  to  21st.  November,  1955.  Among  1,458  persons  examined,  no  active 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  detected,  but  nine  other  diseases  were 
noted  and  treatment  offered  as  required. 


MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 


Female  Total 


Live  Births . .  24  29  55 

Stillbirths .  0  0  0 


POPULATION  AT  IIEP -YEAR,  BIRTHS,  BIRTHRATE,  STILLBIRTHS, 

_S TILLBIRTH  RATLS,  DURING  THE'  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Population  . 

2,923 

3,006 

3,012 

3,030 

3,040 

Births  (total") . 

42 

36 

45 

36 

53 

Birthrate  per  1,000  of  population 

14.4 

11.9 

14.9 

11.9 

17.4 

Stillbirths  . 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  of 

population  . 

0.68 

0 

0.33 

O.67 

0 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total 
births 

45.4 

0 

21.7 

52.6 

0  : 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  ages  ....... 

19 

22 

41 

Infants  under  1  year  . 

0 

0 

0 

POPULATION  AT  I  IlD-YLAR.  DNITIIS.  DIMTHRATih  INFANT 

d~ ftps  ;id  infant  mortality  ml.  during  ti-i;  past 

PITA  YEARS. 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Population . .  . 

2,923 

3,006 

3,012 

3,030 

3,040 

Deaths  ...  . 

47 

37 

36 

36 

41 

Deathrato  per  1 ,000  of 

population  .  . 

1 6.1 

12.3 

11.9 

11.9 

V_M 

• 

!  ^ 

Infant  Deaths  . 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live  berths  . 

23.8 

55.6 

44.4 

0 

0 

DEATI.3  PRO:  CERTAIN  SELECTED  CAUSES  DURING  THU 
PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Cause 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Tuberciilosis . 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ... 

6 

4 

2 

3 

2 

Other  notifiable  infectious 

diseases  . . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Motor  vehicle  and  other  c.ccident 

3  1 

1 

2 

0 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  &  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus.  . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer,  all  other  sites  .  .  . 

CM 

ON 

5 

6 

8  1 

— 

DRAINS  ACCORDING  TO  .ICE'S  (compiled  from  returns 

submitted  by  the  District  Registrar). 


Ago  Group 

I  ale 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  year  . 

0 

0 

0 

1  and  under  5  . 

■  0 

0 

0 

5  »»  »  10 . 

0 

0 

0 

10  "  "20  . 

0 

0 

0 

20  "  "30  . 

0 

0 

0 

30  »  "40 . 

0 

0 

0 

40  "  "50 . 

3 

2 

5 

50  "  "60 . 

2 

0 

2 

60  "  "70 . 

5 

4 

9 

70  "  "80  . 

4 

10 

14 

80  "  "  90 . 

4 

6 

10 

90  and  over  . 

1 

0 

1 

Totals  . 

19 

22 

41 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  AGES  A30V1 S  1  ILAR  .DTD 
BEL  07  50.  " 


Ago  Group. 

Sex 

Cause 

40  to  50 

Male 

Rheumatic  fever. 

Hale 

C  o  ronary  Thr  omb  os  is 

Hale 

Cancer  of  Caecum 

Female 

Cc  rob  re.  1  haemorrhag  e 

Female 

Coronary  thrombosis  associated 
v.dth  brucella  abortus  fever. 

DEATHS  FA  01.  ALL  CAUSES  (Registrar-General* s  Short  List). 


List 

No. 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Diphtheria . . 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Y/ho  oping  Cough . 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Me ningoco coal  infects ons  ....... 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Measles  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach . 

1 

2 

3 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  .  .  . 

1 

0 

1 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

0 

0 

0 

13 

I.ihlignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

0 

2 

2 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

0 

3 

15 

Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Diabetes  .......  . 

0 

0 

0 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  .  . 

3 

6 

9 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

1 

6 

7 

19 

Hypertension  v.dth  heart  disease  .... 

0 

0 

0 

20 

Other  heart  disease  .......... 

3 

2 

5 

Carried  forward  . 

12 

18 

30 

4 


List 

No. 

Cause 

I  ale 

Female 

Total 

Brought  forward  .... 

12 

18 

30 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  . 

• 

2 

1 

3 

22 

Influenza  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

23 

Pneumonia  ..  . 

2 

0 

2. 

24 

Bronchitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system . 

0 

0 

0 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

• 

0 

0 

0 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .... 

• 

1 

1 

2 

29 

E&'perplasia  of  prostate  .... 

• 

0 

0 

0 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

• 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Congenital  malformations  .  .  . 

• 

0 

0 

0 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined 

diseases  . . 

0 

0 

0 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..... 

0 

0 

0 

34 

All  other  accidents  ....... 

2 

2 

4 

35 

Suicide  .......  . 

0 

0 

0 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  uar 

o 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes  .  .  . 

19 

22 

41 

:IM-  FOLLOWING  TABLE  COMPARES  BIRTH  :aMT.  13 .  DEATIiRAIES. 
ETC.  OF  TEES  DISTRICT  WITH  THOSE ..QAAilNGLa^ 

031:1  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNT!  OF  NORFOLK  IN  19  55. 


England  and 
Wales. 

Norfolk 

Dis  tract 

Birthrate  ............ 

15.0 

14.8 

17.4 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  birt 

is  23.1 

21.2 

0.0 

Deathrate . . . . 

11.7 

12.1 

13.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 
live  births  .  .  . 

24.9 

19.4 

0.0 

Tuberculosis  deathrate  per  1 ,000 
population  . 

0.15 

0.08 

0.0 

-  - - L 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING-  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS . 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955  | 

Tuberculosis,  all  sites  ..... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ........ 

6 

12 

5 

4 

i 

Whooping  Cough  . 

13 

1 

64 

8 

o 

Measles  . . 

3 

54 

49 

11 

1 

Poliomyelitis  .  . . . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Pneumonia  ...  . 

9 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Infectious  Jaundice  ..... 

1 

2 

2 

5 

0 

Food  Poisoning . .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

The  case  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  v/as  not  confirmed. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1355  BY  AGES 


Disease 

Under 

1  yr. 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

- - 1 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“71 

1 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

t 

2  ! 

Measles  .  . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

r 

Poliomyelitis  .... 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

- 

"i 

Pneumonia . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

. . 

- 

2 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

 -  J 

- 

1 

Food  Poisoning  .  .  . 

—  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - - 

“ 

- 

“ 

~ 

1 

1 

2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1 935  BY  MONTE  OF 

’  NOTIFICATION/ 


Diseases 

Jan 

Feb 

Mch 

Apl 

-  .....  — 

May 

— 

Jn 

Jiy 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Total 
.  ........  1 

Scarle  t  Feve r . . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Who oping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Measles  .... 

1 

1 

Poiionyelitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia  .  .  . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

£- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

3.  _ 

. 

, 

mm 

1 

, 

_ 

z 

1 

Food  poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— - - 

2 

_ 

r 

2 
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THE  FOLLOWING-  TABLE  SHOWS  THE  NUMBER  CF  CASES  ON  THE 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  AT  J  1st.  DECEMBER.  1955,  COMPARES 
TOTH  31st.  DECEMBER,  1954* 


R 

espiratory 

Non-Re spiratory 

-  ~1 

Grand  ! 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

31.12.54.' 

*  6 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

8 

31.12.55. 

4 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  my 
colleagues  on  the  staff,  for  their  continued  support  and  help  during  the  yea 


I  have  the  honour  to  be , 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROBERT  N.C.  McCURDY. 


Medical  Officer  of  health. 
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SHAJFB’HA: "  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1955- 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  second  Annual  Report.  The  year 
under  review  was  characterised  by  a  marked  increase  in  activity,  occasioned 
by  heartening  progress  in  several  fields.  I  am,  therefore,  encouraged  to 
hope  that  the  Council  will  share  with  me  in  a  feeling  of  cautious  optimism,  if 
circumstances  allow  us  to  follow  those  general  lines  of  policy  which  vail 
emerge  from  this  report. 

HOUSING . 


The  report  for  1954  referred  to  the  possibility  of  substantial  progress 
in  house  building  and  the  vigorous  policy  of  the  Council  throughout  the  year 
ensured  success,  as  the  following  summary  will  show:  - 


No.  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  ....  78 

do.  by  Private  Enterprise..  9 

87 


In  the  previous  year,  only  10  houses  were  built  by  the  Council,  but  it 
should  be  recorded  that  the  achievement  of  1955  was  only  made  possible  by  the 
detailed  planning  and  negotiations  of  1954*  Another  factor  contributing  to 
this  large  increase  in  house  building  was  the  decision  of  the  Council  to  adopt 
the  Nu r  Traditional  type  of  house  on  the  Sporle  Road  Estate. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  corresponding  figure  for  private  enterprise 
building  in  1954  was  only  5,  and  I  would  suggest  that  this  increase  was  partly 
fostered  by  the  Council’s  policy  of  assisting  house  purchases  by  way  of  loans. 

The  overall  picture  at  the  end  of  1955  was  that  the  Council  then  owned 
360  houses,  or  of  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  town,  an  increase  of 
on  the  previous  year. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 


In  February,  the  Council  considered  ray  report  on  51  houses  in  the  out¬ 
standing  Clearance  Orders,  and  at  intervals  during  the  year,  a  further  9  houses 
were  examined  and  scheduled  by  the  Council  for  closing  or  demolition.  Since 
the  first  report,  despite  recurring  difficulties  usually  associated  with  any 
attempt  to  carry  out  slum  clearance  work ,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  original  plans  have  been  pressed  forward  with  excellent  results. 

The  present  Council  was  faced  with  this  rather  frightening  legacy  of 
sub-standard  housing  which  should  iiave  been  cleared  off  before  the  last  war. 

The  issue  had  been  further  complicated  by  a  certain  amount  of  petty  speculation 
in  this  slum  property,  whereby  original  owners  of  the  property  at  the  time  of 
the  making  of  the  Clearance  Orders  had  disappeared,  leaving  new  owners  to  face 
up  to  the  final  stage  of  demolition.  I  bring  out  this  aspect  of  the  problem 
to  support  the  recommendation  that  prompt  action  with  regard  to  demolition 
should  always  be  taken  as  soon  as  a  house  so  scheduled  becomes  vacant. 

An  empty  house,  no  matter  what  its  condition,  may  so  easily  become  a  trap  for 
the  unwary  or  an  opportunity  for  the  unscrupulous. 

The  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  their  wise  policy  of  linking 
slum  clearance  with  a  generous  building  programme,  n.nd  I  confidently  expect 
to  be  able  in  my  next  report  to  record  good  results  from  this  polieg. 


1 


SEWERAGE  &  SET-AGE  DISPOSE. 


I  reported  to  the  Council  in  March  on  the  general  principles  of  the  sewage 
disposal  problem  and  advocated  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  the  development 
of  a  secondary  irrigation  area  -  an  idea  suggested  by  my  predecessor  and 
supported  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers.  With  the  approval  of  the 
Council,  a  deputation  took  this  scheme  to  the  Ministry  and  received  approval 
subject  to  agreement  with  the  Swaffham  Rural  District  Council,  in  whose  area, 
the  new  irrigation  area  \ra.s  situated.  A  subsequent  meeting  with  the  Rural 
District  Council  resulted  in  general  agreement  and  an  immediate  approval. 

The  agreed  scheme,  estimated  at  approximately  ill, 500,  ■'.mil  be  carried  out  in 

1956. 


Despite  difficulties,  the  existing  works  functioned  quite  satisfactorily 
within  its  limits,  and  the  raising  of  the  bank  obviated  flooding  of  the  Wat ton 
Road  as  in  some  previous  years  during  heavy  storms. 

I  referred  in  my  last  report  to  the  occasional  surcharging  of  the  12" 
sewer  in  New  Sporle  Road  and  suggested  scraping  the  invert  to  remove  silt 
which  collected  along  this  rather  flat  section  of  the  sewerage  system. 

This  was  done,  and  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  detritus  was  removed. 

Heavy  storms,  however ,  still  cause  overflows  from  two  manholes  in  this  area, 
and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  this  problem  must  be  considered  in  relation 
to  possible  future  developments  in  this  sector  of  the  town. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  &  MIGHT  SOIL. 


I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  once  again  that  no  complaints  were 
received  on  the  subject  of  either  of  these  highly  necessary  but  potentially 
objectionable  services.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  men  carrying  out 
this  work  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  Council  and  the  community  for  their 
exce llent  se rvi ce . 

No  annual  report  in  Swaffham  would  be  complete  vdthout  a  reference  to  the 
problem  of  the  collection  of  night  soil,  but  I  shall  content  myself  with  the 
observation  that  the  Council's  slum  clearance  proposals  will  have  a  secondary 
but  extremely  helpful  effect  in  removing  many  old  houses  where  the  conservancy 
s3rstem  is  still  in  operation.  Methods  of  dealing  with  individual  houses 
already  exist  and  should  be  used  whenever  the  occasion  presents  itself. 

CARAVANS . 

The  Council  received  several  applications  during  the  year  for  permission 
to  site  caravans  within  the  Urban  area,  and  there  seems  every  likelihood 
that  the  numbers  will  not  decrease.  One  licensed  caravan  site  exists  on 
the  f range  of  the  built-up  area,  and  this  has  functioned  very  satisfactorily. 

I  can  see  no  reason  whatsoever  for  a  caravan  to  be  brought  into  the  town  area, 
though  the  many  open  spaces  appear  to  attract  certain  applicants.  Even 
where  a  caravan  might  seem  to  comply  in  axl  respects  with  the  law  of  planning 
and  Public  Health,  there  is  still  the  view  point  of  ratepayers  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  to  consider,  and  no  property  is  enhanced  by  a  nearby 
caravan  site.  I  would  advocate  a  continued  and  careful  watch  on  this  problem 
to  preserve  the  existing  amenities  of  the  town. 


SCAVENGING. 


The  system  of  gulley  cleansing  referred  to  in  the  1954  report  produced 
excellent  results,  and  street  gulleys  on  the  main  road  system  vere  emptied 
four  times  each  year  on  a  contract  basis  by  specially  equipped  vehicles. 

The  whole  operation  took  less  than  a  day  each  quarter,  and  was  completely 
free  from  nuisance, 

I  feel  that  a  rather  more  frequent  cleansing  of  the  side  streets  would 
be  appreciated  by  the  residents,  and  I  hope  to  bring  this  matter  to  the 
Council  when  estimates  for  the  year  are  next  considered. 
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WATER  SURREY. 


New  rnains  were  laid  during  the  year  to  the  Sporle  Road  Estate  and  Norwich 
Road.  All  bacteriological  reports  on  the  quality  of  the  water  classed  it  as 
highly  satisfactory.  Interest  was  shorn  on  the  subject  of  rater  softening 
at  the  source,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  fuller  discussion  of  this  aspect  of  the 
water  undertalcing  will  shortly  take  place. 

One  very  serious  problem  presented  itself  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  when  frequent  stoppages  occurred  in  the  most  recently  installed 
electrical  pump.  with  almost  unlimited  resources  be  lor/  ground,  Swaffham  has 
always  relied  on  the  overhead  tank  which  holds  only  1A,000  gallons  -  less  than 

two  hours  supply  at  peak  periods.  A  break-down  in  what  should  be  a  fully 

automatic  pumping  system  is,  therefore,  fraught  with  considerable  danger, 
especially  a  .hen  such  a  failure  occurs  at  night.  As  the  matter  is  still  being 

pursued,  however,  I  do  not  propose  to  elaborate  this  reference. 

FACTORIES  &  UOEKSHORS. 


Full  co-operation  exists  between  H.Il.  Factory  Inspector  and  myself,  and 
any  small  deviation  from  accepted  standards  was  settled  without  the  need  for 
recourse  to  statutory  proceedings.  Inspections  revealed  no  serious  cause 
for  complaint  in  premises  coming  under  this  definition.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that,  after  a  fairly  static  period  of  industrial  activity,  the  list  of 
factories  and  workshops  within  the  Urban  area,  has  now  started  to  show  an 
increase . 

FOOD  inspection; 


I  am  satisfied  that  the  standards  of  hygiene  set  and  maintained  by  the 
retail  food  distributors  in  Swaffham  arc  above  the  normal  for  the  Country  as 
a  whole .  Business  proprietors  and  managers  showed  a  most  enlightened  approach 
to  this  subject,  and  in  no  case  dad  I  experience  difficulty  in  bringing  into 
effect  o.n2r  measure  of  improvement  which  I  had  suggested. 

The  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  have  now  come  into  force  mil 
present  difficulty  in  some  of  the  older  premises,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that 
these  troubles  will  be  overcome  and  an  even  higher  standard  of  practice 

established. 

I  was  not  able  to  give  as  much  attention  to  the  catering  establishments 
as  I  would  like  to  have  done,  but  under  the  now  Regulations  already  referred  to, 
a  more  detailed  survey  Anil  have  to  be  made  during  the  current  year. 

The  importance  of  this  aspect  of  the  public  health  service  Avas  cleanly 
evidenced  in  September,  A/hen,  thanks  to  an  early  report  by  one  of  our  local 
Doctors,  a  minor  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  Avas  traced  to  its  source  within 
a.  matter  of  hours,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken  to  prevent  any  further  spread 
of  the  infention.  Had  a  similar  chain  of  events  originated  from  a  Cafe 
(and  this  could  easily  have  been  the  case),  much  damage  could  have  been  done 
when  it  is  considered  that  an  important  part  of  Swaffham' s  business  is  closely 
concerned  xri  th  catering  for  considerable  numbers  of  travellers  who  find  the 
toAvn  such  a  convenient  and  pleasant  stopping  place. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  food  premises  in  the  toAvn,  excluding  hotels 
and  sohool  canteens:- 

Butchers '  shops  . . .  5 

G-rocors'  and  Greengrooers. .  13 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ....  6 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ..  5 

Fishmongers  and  fryers.  ...  3 

Milk,  ice-cream  etc .  12 
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•  i;ai  infection. 

■; y  first  report  forecast  an  increase  in  the  duties  of  meat  inspection, 
but  tin.  increase  of  over  200;  o  was  not  anticipated.  The  increase,  however, 
was  progressive  and  this  allowed  for  planning  a  time  schedule  to  cope  with 
this  considerable  increase.  I  would  also  pay  a  tribute  to  the  excellent 
co-operation  I  have  consistently  received  from  the  management  of  the  three 
Slaughterhouses,  for  it  lias  only  been  by  a  careful  system  of  inter-related 
slaughtering  times  that  such  full  inspection  has  been  possible.  /mother 
factor  is  the  high  quality  of  the  meat  killed  and  the  almost  complete 
elimination  of  the  casualty  class  from  the  S waff ham  slaughterhouses.  Clear 
evidence  of  this  can  be  seen  in  the  appended  table. 

A  reiiort  on  this  subject  would  not  be  complete,  however,  without  some 
reference  to  the  inevitable  nuisance  occasioned  to  those  who  have  to  live  and 
work  in  close  proximity  to  a  slaughterhouse ,  as  is  unfortunately  the  case  in 
Swaffham.  The  problem  of  minimising  noise  and  smell  was  obviously  a  day-to- 
day  concern  of  all  engaged  in  this  industry,  but  nevertheless,  many  quite 
justifiable  complaints  were  received  from  the  public.  By  far  the  most  serious 
complaint,  however,  was  concerned  with  the  weekly  emptying  of  the  blood 
chamber  at  the  largest  of  tin  slaughterhouses,  for  although  reasonable 
precautions  were  observed,  and  the  actual  operation  lasted  less  than  15  minutes, 
an  objectionable  smell  was  spread  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  central  town 
area.  The  solution  to  this  problem  has  not  yet  been  found,  but  the  owners  of 
the  slaughterhouse  have  given  an  undertaking  that  every  possible  line  of  approach 
will  bo  investigated  to  this  end, 

I  would  conclude  this  section  of  my  report  with  a  reference  to  the 
Government ' s  Phite  Paper  on  Slaughterhouses.  This  document  deals  with  future 
policy  to  regulate  the  provision  of  slaughterhouses  in  England  and  'Tales . 

Local  Authorities  will  be  required,  individually  or  collectively,  to  review- 
existing  slaughter louse  facilities  and  furnish  the  I inis try  with  reports. 
Swaffham' s  contribution  to  any  report  from  this  region  will  be  relatively 
important,  having  three  such  places  in  its  area,  and  this  policy  -'.ill  require 
very  careful  consideration. 


Carcases  i nspectcd  and  Condemned. 


Item 

Description 

Cattle 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

1 

number  killed 

3,716 

1 , 6A0 

6, 69  6 

12,052 

2 

Number  inspec to d 

3,716 

1,58A 

6, 662 

11,962 

3 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

A 

1 

2 

7 

whole  carcases  condemned 

A 

carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,338 

135 

6A2 

*  2,115 

5 

percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  a 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  ignoring  broken  legs 
or  tissues  defective  from 
fighting,  fences  etc. 

36 

8 

1  0 

18 

6 

Tuberculosis  onlyi.- 

16 

2 

2A 

whole  ca  r  case  s  c  ondemne d 

contd. 
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Item 

Description 

Cattle 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

7 

Tuberculosis  onl}'  (contd):- 

carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  ms  condemned  (taking 
into  account  that  the  offal, 
head  and  tongue  etc,,  may  be 
parts  of  one  animal) . 

232 

83 

365 

8 

percentage  of  the  number  inspect 
ed  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

o 

u 

1 

3 

9 

average  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  per  week 

71 

31 

127 

10 

percentage  examined  by  the  heat 
Inspector 

— 

100 

91 

99 

99 

RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  measure  of  activity  in  tliis  service  must  not  be  taken  from  the  general 
tab}.e  of  statistics  which  follows,  for  the  major  operations  carried  out  under 
this  heading  are  not  h  erein  recorded.  I  refer  to  the  constant  treatment  of 
such  properties  as  the  refuse  tip,  sewage  works  and  sewers.  In  this  matter, 
the  Council  was  served  by  a  fully  trained  operator  on  its  staff. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OR  THE  AREA. 


j  Item 

i 

Description 

Inspections 

— 

Notices 

served 

. . . .  .J 

Nuisances 
abated  or 
pending 

1 

factories  and  Workshops 

11 

- 

2 

Bakehous e s ,  Fo odshops ,  Marke t 
and  Abattoir 

539 

1 

1 

3 

Housing  Defects  (Housing  Act, 
1936) 

82 

17 

17 

4 

Middens,  Ashpits  and  Bins 
(Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

7 

7 

7 

5 

Infectious  diseases 

L 

- 

2 

Fumigations 

6 

Rood  Poisoning 

6 

- 

- 

7 

Rodent  Control  (Posts  .it, 1949) 

5 

- 

- 

I  3 

Dangerous  Buildings 

1 

1 

1 

|  9 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  etc. 

2 

- 

- 

i 

1  10 

Water  Supply 

6 

2 

2' 

I  ii 

Drains,  Cesspools,  Vaults,  Pail 
and  Water  Closets  and 
Drainage  of  Premises 

37 

! 

12 

Ice  Cream  and  milk 

6 

— 

Total 

VO 
O  I 

23 

mi 

o 

j 

NOTE:  Council  housc-s  (360 )  are  not  included  in  above, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  ATLES. 

-  5  -  Sanitary  Inspector. 


